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Editor:   Caroline Horry                                                          Date:   31st August 2017  

 

 
 
 
 
Coach Trip – Sunday 4th June 2017, Matlock 
Sleaford, Grantham, Boston, and Skegness groups of Ramblers, and friends, enjoyed a 
coach trip to Matlock in early June and met up with Clive (ex Sleaford Rambler who now 
resides 'up North') and who led the shorter walk.  Also on the walk were two lady Ramblers 
who lived locally. 
 
The longer walk group was ushered together by Russell and set off up the Limestone Way 
and up round Masson Hill, an ascent of some 700 feet in 1.2 miles.  Plenty of short stops 
were called for, not just to catch the breath, but also to admire the views and the plentiful 
wildflower meadows that the path led through. The first stop, naturally for coffee break, was 
at the pretty village of Bonsall with back marker Melanie ensuring everyone duly arrived. 
 
 

Committee News 
We have nothing new 
to report, but are 
starting to prepare for 
our 2017 AGM, 
together with the 
remaining meals and 
social events for this 
year.  
 
Please see more 
information about the 
AGM venue and how 
you can go about 
making nominations 
for Committee 
Members later in this 
Newsletter. 

A view taken about a mile outside of Anwick walking towards South Kyme. 
Photo printed by kind permission of Chris Woods 
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On then across field paths towards Jughole Wood, but before reaching our intended lunch 
break stop at Lea Wood, it was decided to hunker down for lunch under a dry stone wall as 
the wind and rain were making an appearance. More footpaths ascending and descending 
through Brightgate Farm, Brumlea and Town End Farms, then on through Upperwood.  A 
brief stop then before the long descent past the Heights of Abraham, and cable cars. 
 

 
 
 
Back at Matlock there was time to seek out one of the local hostelries for a welcome drop of 
liquid refreshment, and to rest weary legs. 
 

Ramblers in Bonsall village centre.  Photo printed by kind permission of David Mellor 

A welcome lunch break.   Photo printed by kind permission of David Mellor 
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Thanks were given to Stuart, our driver, and AC Williams who provide us with such excellent 
service on all our coach trips; not forgetting Russell and Clive for reccying and leading the 
walks.  
 

Goodban Trophy – Sunday 11th June 2017, Lincoln 
Lincoln Group set this year's Goodban Trophy where 9 teams, including Sleaford, set off 
from Coleby Village Hall complete with sheets of grid references with related clues, pictorial 
clues, and floaters (which could appear anywhere en route). The circular course covered 
Boothby Graffoe, Navenby and Wellingore and each of the villages held the answers to all 
60 of the clues. It was a long but enjoyable day and teams were pleased to return to base 
before the 4pm deadline and penalty points. An excellent buffet meal was provided while the 
answers were displayed on a screen. Although the Sleaford team of Pam, Jane, Mike and 
David, did not come in the first half of the competitors, they had given it their best shot and 
Stamford Group were the worthy winners, with Boston coming second. 

Last evening walk of the year and meal - Thursday 24th August, 
Threekingham      
On Thursday 24th August, twenty members enjoyed an excellent supper and a good natter 
at the Three Kings Inn at Threekingham. This followed a pleasant local evening walk to mark 
the end of our 2017 evening walks season. Very grateful thanks are due to Nick for 
organising the meal and to Shirley and Keith for leading the walk (standing in for Melanie 
who is temporarily out of action).  Roll on next spring, but there is still plenty to keep us going 
in the meantime….. 

Walks Programme 2018 
Thankfully we are now very nearly there with our Walks Programme for 2018. Melanie would like to 

thank everyone who has offered a walk (or more) for next year’s Programme, especially those who 

have offered to lead us for the first time.  Look out for an opportunity to brush up on ‘tips for walk 

leaders’ over the coming months. The 2018 Walks Programme should be ready in time for our 

October AGM.  

AGM – Sunday 22nd October 2017, Visit to Hill Holt Wood   
We hope as many members as possible will join our group visit to the award-wining Hill Holt 

Wood on Sunday 22nd October. Hill Holt Wood is tucked away only half an hour away from 

Sleaford. There is a lot to see, learn and enjoy there. See http://www.hillholtwood.co.uk/ 

The woodland is managed as a social enterprise and their Chief Executive Steve Donagain 

has very kindly offered us the use of their unique ‘rammed earth hall’ as a venue for our 

2017 AGM and a guided tour of the site, free of charge. The hall is well equipped and 

comfortable as it is used for conferences and other functions including wedding receptions.  

 

Unlike previous years, we shall not take our own food for lunch but will be using the on-site 

Hive café. Group funds will cover a set light lunch (soup, sandwich and tea/coffee) with 

members welcome to purchase anything additional they may choose.  

 

We shall need to know numbers attending a short while ahead of the visit, so that 

catering can be planned.  

 

 

 

http://www.hillholtwood.co.uk/
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The programme proposed for the day is below:  

10.00am: Meet at Hill Holt Wood car park (detailed directions will be provided). 
  Introduction to the site/venue from Steve Donagain, CEO 
  Talk and guided tour of site 
 
12.30 approx: Lunch at the Hive Café 
 
1.15pm: Group Annual General Meeting 
 
From 2pm: Chance to walk around the site independently before departure 

How to find Hill Holt Wood  

Hill Holt Wood is approximately 21 miles from Sleaford, near Norton Disney. The wood is 

accessed off the south-bound A46 dual carriageway between Lincoln and Newark.  Using a 

Sat Nav (LN6 9JP) will not take you to the woodland but to nearby villages.  The only access 

to Hill Holt Wood is from the A46 southbound. Detailed instructions will be provided before 

the date.   

Please do try and attend the AGM as it is your chance to have your say on how your Group 
is run and who runs it.  As required by the Constitution, all Committee Members need to offer 
themselves up for re-election or stand down.   We have some vacancies on the Committee 
which we would very much like to fill, namely:   Chairman, Secretary, Webmaster, Newsletter 
Editor and Footpaths Officer (the Webmaster and Footpaths Officer roles temporarily being 
covered by Keith Thompson, who would be happy to hand over the reins!)  If you don’t want 
to take on a role on the Committee, but could spare a couple of hours every 3 months to 
attend the Committee Meetings and help plan future social and walking events, you would 
be very welcome to join us.   
 
Attached to this Newsletter is a proforma for any nominations to any of the Committee 
positions.  The only pre-condition to nominating someone is that they must have given their 
permission to be nominated.  Please complete the form and email your nominations to 
Caroline at sleafordramblers@gmail.com or any member of the Committee before the AGM 
or alternatively, hand it to a Committee Member when you see them. 
 

Ramblers’ Insurance update 
Following recent dialogue between Central Office and Lincoln Ramblers, the status 
regarding insurance cover for Ramblers Member led walks is confirmed as follows: 
 

 Ramblers Insurance provides Public Liability and Third Party cover only unless you are 
part of a working party when personal cover is available.  Public Liability and Third Party 
insurance covers any liability arising out of another party making a claim for negligence 
against a walk leader or walker on a designated Rambler walk.  It does not cover injury 
or loss to a Rambler 

 Any member of the Ramblers who is leading a walk for any organisation such as a 
Walking Festival must have the walk included in the Ramblers Group Walks 
Programme.  It does not have to be included in the annual printed programme if that isn’t 
possible, but it does have to be in the online Ramblers Group Walks Programme.  
Therefore if you wish to lead a walk in a local Walking Festival, you need to contact the 
Walks Programme Co-ordinator (currently Melanie) or the Web Walks Programme 
Administrator (currently Russell), who will arrange to have your walk included in the 
online Walks Programme.  If you wish to lead a walk in a Walking Festival outside of 
Lincolnshire, please refer to the Committee as you will need to satisfy them that the 
reputation and integrity of Ramblers is not at risk. 
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 The wording in the guide is: “The walk must be publicised as a Ramblers activity, in 
advance, in at least one of the following ways: 

o On the Group Walks and Events Manager 
o In a printed programme 
o On the Group/Area website 

The walk must have a nominated Leader, and ideally a Backmarker who (together, or 
separately) have ideally recced the walk.  Both the Walk Leader and the Backmarker 
must be members. 

 An Incident Report must always be filled in for all incidents that arise on any Ramble or 
working party event.  It is not sufficient to complete an Incident Report once a claim has 
been submitted.  To find an Incident Report Form, type those three words into your 
internet browser and it will bring up “(Doc )Incident Report Form – Ramblers” as the first 
choice, click on this and a copy will be downloaded onto your taskbar. In addition, Keith 
will be shortly be adding a tab to our website called ‘Walk Leading’ or something similar, 
and if you click on this, you will find a copy of the Incident Report Form, Expenses Claim 
Form and the Walk Leaders Offer Pro-Forma.  We will also put a few copies of the 
Incident Report form in the Walk Leader’s ‘bag of tricks’. 

 

Footpaths 
We continue to get a good response from the Countryside Access Team, so please continue 
to report problems which you experience when using the footpaths.  Recent examples of this 
are: 

 When the Brauncewell walk was reccied, a rape and corn field were not passable 
because of crops.  Two weeks later when the walk took place, a 3m wide path had 
been cut through the rape field and the path reinstated through the corn field 

 A new bridge is being provided to replace one at Stubton on Stub/4/1 

 A stile to be repaired on Aslackby 8 
 
More good news is that although LCC has reduced the footpath cutting to twice a year, 
NKDC is paying for a further two cuts a year – so we definitely live in the right area for 
walking thanks to NKDC! 

 
Walking Festivals 
Wolds Walking Festival  
This is now over and is believed to have been successful, despite it being the first year that 
charges were made for some of the walks as there were no ‘Ramblers’ walk leaders. 
 

North Kesteven Walking Festival 
This Festival is also over and was well supported with just under 1,300 supporting it.  NKDC 
is one of only two District Councils in Lincolnshire which support walking and which, to our 
knowledge, facilitates and pays for the entire Walking Festival.  Sleaford Ramblers led 2 of 
the 34 Festival Walks and attendance on the walks ranged between 20-40 people, with a 
maximum of 70 on one walk!  Keith Thompson’s walk experience was that there were 
approximately 50% Ramblers known to him and of the other 50% of walkers, many were 
much younger than the usual age range at Ramblers walks. 
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South Lincs Walking Festival 
Although funding is still a problem, the Festival is going ahead with joint funding from NKDC, 
SKDC, Lincolnshire Ramblers and the Lincoln Access Fund (Department of Transport).  
Brochures are available and have been distributed at walks, with copies available from Keith 
Thompson if required.  Full details can also be found on the Festival website 
www.southlincswalking.com  , which can also be accessed from the Sleaford Ramblers 
website www.sleafordramblers.org.uk . Sleaford Ramblers are leading 3 of the Festival 
Walks, with Curly Dog (who ran our map reading course) leading a walk at Swinstead, which 
is said by The Guardian to be one of the ten best walks in the UK.  There will be 56 walks 
included in the Festival and the launch will be at The Meadows as part of the Stamford 
Georgian Festival facilities on 23rd September 2017. 
 

Coach Trips 
Boston Group Lochs & Glens holiday – September 2018 
The Lochs & Glens holiday still has some seats available – full details and a booking form 
can be found on our website www.sleafordramblers.org.uk  
 
Grantham Coach Trip – Sunday 17th September 2017, Audley End House & Duxford 
The coach trip will leave Grantham Bus Station at 8.30am and there is free car parking in the 
public car park behind the Tollemache Inn Public House, St. Peter’s Hill.  This year there will 
be four options: 

o The first drop off will be Duxford Air Museum 
o 8 mile linear walk will start at Newport, walking back to Audley End (otherwise known 

as Saffron Walden) 
o 5 mile walk starting close to Audley End 
o Visit to Audley End House and Gardens, belonging to English Heritage.  Gardens are 

open from 10am and the house from 12 noon. 
Cost of the coach trip is £12/person and full details, together with a booking form can be 
found on our website www.sleafordramblers.org.uk  
 

Website 
The website has been updated to the latest management edition and apart from a half an 
hour of downtime at around 5pm on 31st July; the site has performed well with no problems 
having been reported to Keith Thompson. 
 

Facebook 
The Facebook page is proving extremely useful for details, changes and photographs for our 
Group walks.  We currently have 39 members, some of them from Lincoln, Boston and other 
Groups, but most of our regular walkers are signed up and this information channel ensures 
they are aware being of any changes to walk start points, points of interest etc. before the 
walk starts.  If you’d like to sign up to our Facebook page, please message Keith Thompson 
through Facebook or send him an email and he’ll get you signed up. 
 
The Committee has confirmed that the current policy of blocking any advertising on 
Facebook should continue, so that members of the ‘Closed Group’ (i.e. people cannot sign 
up to our Facebook page without approval) are not subjected to unwanted advertising. 

 
Member information 
If you know of someone who isn’t on email but would like to receive a copy of the Newsletter, 
please let me know and I will make sure they receive a copy. If you need to update your 
Membership details – address, telephone number, email address etc. or would like an email 
to go out to all Members on email, please do contact me on sleafordramblers@gmail.com or 
call me on (01529) 410288 after 6pm or 0786 787 8228 – if I don’t answer, please do leave 
me a message and I’ll get back to you. 

http://www.southlincswalking.com/
http://www.sleafordramblers.org.uk/
http://www.sleafordramblers.org.uk/
http://www.sleafordramblers.org.uk/
mailto:sleafordramblers@gmail.com
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As always, if you’ve got anything you’d like me to include in the next edition of the 
Newsletter, please do let me let me have it as I would welcome your input into what is your 
quarterly Newsletter. 
 
Hope to see you soon. 
 

Caroline 
On behalf of the Committee 
 

   Part of the Ramblers’ Association 

A Company Limited by Guarantee 

Registration No: 4458492 

Charity Reg.No: 1093577 

Email address: 
Website: 

sleafordramblers@gmail.com 
sleafordramblers.org.uk 

Telephone No: 01529 410288 (after 6pm) 
0786 787 8228 

Address: 32 Tennyson Avenue 
Sleaford,     NG34 7AG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sleafordramblers@gmail.com
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Nominations for the Committee, October 2017 

 
  

I, …........................................................................being a member of the 

Sleaford & District Ramblers Group hereby nominate 

…........................................................... for the position of (tick as appropriate): 

 

 Chair                                                                   Vice Chair     

 Secretary                                                        Treasurer 

 Footpaths Officer                                               Walks Programme Co-ordinator 

 Membership Secretary                                      Social Secretary 

 Webmaster                                        Minute Secretary 

 Newsletter Editor    Committee Member 

 

 

and confirm that he/she has agreed that I can nominate them. 

 

 

Signed.............................................................  …………………………………………………..  

          (Print name) 

 

dated.............................................2017 

 

        

Please return the completed form to a Committee Member prior to or just 

before the AGM 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


