
A Day Out in Matlock on 4th June

Ex-Sleaford Rambler Clive Allen has kindly agreed to arrange walks for us again in his 
local area.  The coach will be departing from The Hub car park in Sleaford at 8.00am, 
picking up at Grantham Bus station at about 8.20 amand then heading for the railway 
station car park Matlock, Matlock, DE4 3NT.  There will be a long and short walk on offer 
as follows:

Long walk  - 8 miles

• We leave the car park and follow the Limestone way as far as Masson Lees Farm, 
from here we follow footpaths that take us round Masson Hill. From the car park to 
this point is 1.2 miles and an assent of 700 feet, this can challenging but we will be 
taking it nice and slowly and it’s worth the effort for the views. Continuing along the 
footpath we arrive at Bonsall where we will have a coffee stop in the church yard. 
After coffee we take the path across the fields to Jughole Wood and Lea Wood, 
which will be the lunch stop. From here we follow the footpath through Bright Gate 
Farm, Brumlea Farm and Town End Farm and on to Upperwood. Here we will have 
the afternoon tea break before we start the long descent past the Heights of 
Abraham back to the car park at Matlock. There are some stunning views along the 
way and look out for the Alpacas, Back at the car park there should be time for a 
well-earned cup of tea or something stronger in one of the many local hostelries.

 Short walk  - 5 miles

– We cross the road from the car park and follow a tarmac footpath that follows the 
river Derwent, which leads onto the Derwent Valley Heritage Way. We stay with this 
footpath until Bridge Farm where we use the bridge to cross the river,  Following a 
field track we pick up the footpath that runs between river and the Peak Railway, 



there is a strong chance we will see a steam train on our way back to Matlock. As 
we enter the town we come to the only assent on the walk, approximately 100 feet 
on paved roads. Arriving back in town with plenty of time to check out the local 
attractions.

Attractions around Matlock for non-walkers

• include: Heights of Abraham cable car; Gulliver’s Kingdom theme park (for the 
intrepid!); Sir Richard Arkwright’s Masson Mills (a museum of the mill, together with
outlets selling local, speciality and High Street products); Matlock Bath Aquarium 
and exhibition; Lover’s Walk (an easy walk along the river with parks along the way,
suitable for prams, wheelchairs etc.); Derwent Gardens (a scenic walk alongside 
the Derwent Canal) and the Life in a Lens Museum of Photography & Old Times.
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